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This report updates many of the data sources contained within the Summit County Childcare Needs
Assessment briefed to the Summit County Council on June 28, 2023." It does not contain an updated
community or provider survey, or revised demand analysis, but provides relevant information from
publicly-available data sources relating to access and affordability of childcare in Summit County.

Section| Demographic Updates

Population Demographics

Summit County has a population of 43,630 people in 2024, which is expected to grow by 4% to 45,503 by
2034." There is a noticeable dip in population within the 20-to 40-year-old age ranges, the age ranges
when people often have children.
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Birth Rates

Except for 2021 and 2023, the population of children born in Summit County to Utah residents has been
declining slightly in the last several years. Approximately 11% of births to Utah residents in Summit County
are to mothers using Medicaid, meaning that those households earn less than 139%" of the Federal
Poverty level, or $2,152 a month for a 3-person household in 2024.


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2031700/Staff_Report-Childcare_Needs_Assessment.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2031700/Staff_Report-Childcare_Needs_Assessment.pdf
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LIVE BIRTHS IN SUMMIT COUNTY
WITH AND WITHOUT MEDICAID
COMMUNITY (2015-2023)
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Utah Birth Certificate Database, Office of Vital Records and Statistics, Utah Department of Health, as provided by ibis.utah.gov
Live Births to Utah residents which occurred in Utah

School Enrollment

Like the birth rate, public school enrollments are also declining in Summit County. Kindergarten
attendance is optional in Utah. Based on first-grade attendance between 2018 and 2024, total school
enrollment has declined in Summit County since 2019 from 557 to 451 students, and most of this decline
is within the Park City School District.

First Grade Enrollment Summit County
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2025 School Year Enrollment Summit County LEAs By Grade
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North Summit and South Summit school districts have a relatively even distribution of children amongst
grade levels. The Park City School District generally has larger class sizes as the grade levels increase. For
example, the Park City High School current senior class has 411 students while the kindergarten class size

is only 211 students.

School Readiness

Lack of school readiness is one of the many ways in which communities pay for missed opportunities in
providing its children with access to affordable high-quality early childhood experiences and
environments. In Summit County, our minority, dual-language learning, and low-income students are
disproportionately less ready for school than their peers, based on the Kindergarten Entry and Exit (KEEP)
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scores.
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Income

Summit County is one of the wealthier counties in Utah and has a higher Area Median Income (AMI) than
the state as a whole. AMI is determined by the U.S. Census Bureau and are adjusted by household size.
According to HUD, Summit County’s 2024 AMI by household size is set forth below."!

1 person 2 person 3 person 4 person 5 person 6 person 7 person 8 person

100% $107,100  $122,400 $137,700 $153,000 $165,300 $177,500 $189,800 $202,000

80% $68,500 $78,250 $88,050 $97,800  $105,650  $113,450 $121,300 $129,100

50% $53,550 $61,200 $68,850  $76,500 $82,650 588,750 $94,900 $101,000

Estimating the number of children by age, by income bracket can be difficult. One estimate using 2021
data for Summit County estimates the birth through five income breakdown using state median income
as follows:*

Number of children by income bracket smi

See how the number of children varies by household income bracket as a percentage of the State
Median Income (SMI).
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Since the state of Utah’s AMI is lower than Summit County, the largest number of children fall within the
income range of 71% to 177% of the Summit County AMI. For a family of 4, it would be between $108,500
and $271,250 in annual income.

If families spend 10% of their income on child care expenses, then the difference between what families
can afford and the average cost of childcare is set forth in the chart below:

Difference b/w Avg. Cost (51700) and
Affordability (10% of income)

100% $585 $756 $639 $520 $425

Avg. 2 person 3 person 4 person 5 person

80% $954 $1,069 $990 $911 $848
50% $1,142 $1,228 $1,169 $1,110 $1,063




Section Il Childcare Options

Parental choice is paramount in deciding what type of childcare best suits each family’s needs. There are
numerous modalities of care, including center-based, family-based, preschool, after-school, summer, and
informal family, friend and neighbor care. Many families use a combination of childcare types and
providers. For example, many children may attend an academic year program and then use a different
provider during the Summer. Similarly, three-year old children will often attend a partial-day public or
private preschool program and then be cared for by either a nanny or a family, friend or neighbor informal
care provider the rest of the day. Although there are numerous childcare options in our community, there
are not enough of them to meet the need, and many families cannot afford what is currently available.

Need and Preferences for Childcare

The majority of children in Summit County have parents who work. 68% of mothers with children under
age six are in the workforce in Summit County.* According to Voices for Utah Children’s analysis, Summit
County has 1,634 children under the age of six with a childcare need, at a rate of 71%.

Availability of Childcare

Informal family, friend, and neighbor care is the most common form of non-parental care in the United
States and nearly half of all children under the age of six spend time in some type of informal care.
Because informal care, by definition, is unregulated, it is difficult to accurately quantify its availability or
assess its quality.

Licensed Care

Licensed providers are more easily quantified than informal care, but the licensed capacity does not
necessarily equate to actual capacity and there are several types of licensed care serving different ages,
populations, and needs. Parents also often combine licensed care, such as preschool, with informal care
to meet their needs.

Licensed vs. Actual Capacity

Licensed capacity often overstates actual capacity since providers sometimes use lower ratios than
licensing standards allow to improve quality and often experience staffing shortages. For example,
reported enrollment to capacity of the Utah childcare providers who received the stabilization grants was
80% to 81% in May 2024 X

Total Licensed Capacity

The licensed childcare providers in Summit County are set forth in the table below, organized by type of
care and showing each provider’s total licensed capacity, with the exception of Deer Valley, which was
separated to more accurately describe its Deer Valley Academy and resort guest services. Additional
revisions were made to reflect the expansion of public preschool at McPolin and Jeremey Ranch in Fall
2024 as well as the opening of PC Tot’s third location at the Park City Library. Licensed capacity is not
available by age group, since each facility is provided a total capacity and is allowed to decide which age
groups to serve, and how many in each age group.X"



Facility

Alpine Adventurers Academy
Alpine Adventurers Academy |l
Creekside Kids - Park City
Little Miners Montessori

Soaring Wings International Montessori School

The PEEK Program by Creekside Kids
Deer Valley Academy

Mountain Sprouts Children’s Center
Love and Learning Child Care

Evans, Keri dba Evans Day Care

Miller, Casey Geisdorf dba Stepping Stone Academy

Peck, Marianne dba Peck's Playschool
Nielsen, Krystal dba Lil Oaklies Childcare
Black Diamond - Park City

Holy Cross Ministries

Shining Stars School

~N

Public After School

Public After School

Public After School

Jeremy Ranch After School Program
McPolin Elementary After School Program

Parley's Park After School Program

Licensed
Capacity

88
53
76
80
96
20
34
120
45
30
57

33

16

16
16
36
23
28
100
100

100



Public After School Trailside Elementary After School Program 100

Public After School Weilenmann Enrichment Corporation 40
North Summit Elementary Preschool 30
Jeremy Ranch Elementary Preschool 100
McPolin Elementary Preschool 100
Parley's Park Elementary Preschool 36
Trailside Elementary Preschool (Park City) 30
South Summit Preschool 20

Deer Valley Child Care 48
Little Adventures Children's Center @ Canyons 72
Wildstar 17
_ Park City Recreation Summer Day Camp 91
_ YMCA of Northern Utah - Park City 70
_ Park City Kids Camp (Vail) 83
_ Westgate Resort’s Kids Club 21
_ Wildings Mountain Camp 32
DWS-Approved FFN Killion, Courtney A 2

Total

(o]



SUMMIT COUNTY LICENSED CHILD CARE

Childhood
ALL

,,,,,,, CAPACITY BY TYPE OF PROVIDER
FOUNDATION 2024

DWS Approved
FFN, 2

Drop In, 53

Summer, 244

Resort, 137 Center, 732

Public After
School, 440

Private Preschool,
87

Public Preschool,
Source: Care About Childcare (categories added by ECA)316 XV

In terms of early care and education, the primary providers of licensed care for the Summit County
workforce are the center, family, and private/public preschool providers since afterschool and summer
providers typically serve kids over age five.

Resort Childcare Serves Local and Guest Children

A significant portion (137) of the licensed capacity in Summit County is based at the resort centers, and
often serve guest children in addition to the local workforce families. Vail’s Little Adventures Children’s
Center, for example, estimates that during the winter season, 10% of the spots are used by local workforce
children and 90% are guests. Their local workforce proportion grows during the mud season and during
the Summer the local workforce children are the majority, with a few guest children.® Similarly, Vail’s
Park City Kids Camp at the base of Park City Mountain Resort operates only in the Summer (June- mid
August). It has not been open the past few years due to COVID and it is uncertain whether it will open for
the 2024 Summer. i Wildstar, part of the Talisker Club community, currently does not provide care under
age 2, but is considering adding this in the future, and most of their use is from visiting members who
have a second home there. ! Deer Valley offers an academic-year round program called Deer Valley
Academy for 30 children; guest children are also served, but this number fluctuates greatly depending on
demand and available staffing, with an estimated peak time of 48 children.™ The ratio of guest to local
use fluctuates between roughly 50%/50% and 70% guest and 30% local during the busy periods.” Outside
of Deer Valley Academy, the rest of the spots are open during the winter season, typically December



through April. Deer Valley is separated into the Deer Valley Academy (30 center spots) and Deer Valley
Child Care (48 resort spots) in the following charts to recognize their two programs.

Summit County Licensed Child Care Summit County Licensed Child Care
Capacity ; Capacity
2024 2024
Weilenmann Enrichment
mmenn £ — 40
orporation .
o Wildstar - 17
Trailside Elementary After ———
School Program
Parley's Park After School i i '
y . I 100 Little Adventures Children's _ 72
rogram Center @ Canyons
McPolin Elementary After
|
School Program 100
Jeremy Ranch After School I 100 Deer Valley Child Care _ 48
Program ) )
Source: Care About Childcare Source: Care About Childcare (w/ DV Adjustments)
Summit County Licensed Child Care [ Summit County Licensed Child Care
iy Public Preschool Capacity iy Capacity
2024 2024

) Nielsen, Krystal dba Lil Oaklies _
South Summit Preschool ’
- 20 Childcare 16

Trailside Elementary Preschool (Park City) - 30 Peck, Marianne dba Peck's
avscroor [ 16

Parley's Park Elementary Preschool - 36
Miller, Casey Geisdorf dba Stepping
Stone Academy _ 16
McPolin Elementary Preschool _ 100

Evans, Keri dba Evans Day Care _ 16
Jeremy Ranch Elementary Preschool _ 100

North Summit Elementary Preschool - 30 Rieker, Keziah _ 8

Source: Care About Childcare w/ Expansion Added Source: Care About Childcare

-4 Summit County Licensed Child Care Summit County Licensed Child Care

Capacity
2024 2024
Love and Learning Child Care 33
Mountain Sprouts I—— 57
Deer Valley Academy mmmm 30
Shining Stars School, The _ 28 The PEEK Program by Creekside Kids 45
Soaring Wings International... n———— ] 2 0
PC Tots Library wmmm 20
Holy Cross Ministries _ 23 PCTotsToo mmmmmm 34
PCTots e OO
Little Miners Montessori  n———— 30
Creekside Kids - Park City n———— 70
Black Diamond - Park City _ 36 Alpine Adventurers Academy Il E— 53
Alpine Adventurers Academy InEE———— Q8

Source: Care About Childcare Source: Care About Childcare
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Combining the licensed capacity of non-resort center and family programs, Summit County has a capacity
of 819 regulated childcare opportunities. Public and private preschool programs offer another 385 spots,
but with the exception of Park City School District’'s expanded preschool program, many of these
preschool programs have shorter hours and days of the week and so may not fully satisfy the needs of
full-time working parents.

Preschool Care

As children age, the options for care increase as public and private preschools also offer services to this
age group. All three public school districts in Summit County offer preschool programs. For the 2024/25
school year, there were a total of 231 children enrolled in public preschool in LEAs in Summit County.™

Summit County LEA
Preschool Enrollment
Fall 2024

m Park City
m South Summit

m North Summit

Park City School District’s Expanded Preschool Programs

The Park City School District offers preschool programs at all four of its elementary schools. Currently,
four-year old children may attend a full-day program (8:15 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.) five days a week at all four
schools. Three-year old students may attend a half-day program (8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.) two days a
week. In 2024, Park City School District increased 4-year old capacity by a total of four classrooms at two
elementary schools by opening two new classes at both McPolin and Jeremey Ranch, extended the
program to five days a week, and also allowed the 4-year old students to attend the afterschool program.
This created an additional 70 spots for 4-year olds.®™ The 3-year old program did not change in the
2024/25 school year.

For the 2024-2025 school year, the 3-year old program costs $175 per month (not available at Parley’s
Park Elementary) and the 4-year old program is $780 per month for a full-day program and $390 per
month for the half-day program (available only at Jeremy Ranch Elementary). The afterschool program is
$400 a month. Tuition may be reduced if families qualify for a fee reduction.

Park City School District’s Board of Education was briefed on an additional Phase Il preschool expansion
on September 24, 2024 W According to the presentation to the school board for the original expansion,™V"
86% of survey respondents need five full days of preschool or five full days plus aftercare. For the Phase
Il expansion, the district proposes to add 2 new preschool classes at both Parleys Park and Trailside
elementary schools (a total of four classes) and to increase the three-year old program to add an option

11



for full-day, five days per week, with optional after-school care available. The following tuitions are
proposed as part of this phase Il expansion and families can select full or half day programs:

Tuition

Preschool Tuition

Preschool Tuition

4yr olds Afterschool 1/2 Day
(5 Day) 5 Days per week
810 per month 400 per month 400 per month

Sliding Scale Tuition

Sliding Scale Tuition

Sliding Scale Tuiti

125 per month

65 per month

100 per

Work Force Service
Child Care Subsidy
& Park City
Childcare
Scholarships to
Offsets to
full tuition cost
with support
Preschool Admin
Assistant/Outreach

Assuming a full day program with aftercare, this would cost $1,210 per month or $190 per month for
those receiving a sliding scale tuition. If families spent 10% of their income on early care and education,
families earning annual incomes of $145,200 and above can afford PCSD preschool without any additional

financial assistance, assuming they have no other childcare costs.

PCSD’s preschool program started in 2010, and the Park City Education Foundation provides over
$120,000 each year to support this critical program.®™ The proposed preschool phase Il expansion budget
for the 2025/2026 school year includes $1,279,179 for preschool, $397,998 for afterschool, $396,547 for
SPED, for a total cost of $2,073,724. This is expected to come from revenue of $660,168 and a PCSD
allocation of $1,417,555.%

Affordability of Childcare

Childcare has always been expensive, but the costs are increasing.
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“According to Bank of America internal data, the average childcare payment per household has risen over
30% since 2019 with middle- and upper-income families (annual income of $100k to $250k) seeing the
biggest increase.”*l

Exhibit 1: Average monthly childcare payment perhousehold and Exhibit 2: Increase in average childcare payment per household by
number of customers making such payments (index, 2019 average income groups (%YoY for3Q 2023)
=100 for each series) The biggest increase in childcare paymentswas seen among
Average monthly childcare payment per customer has increased steadily households with annual income of $100k-$250k
over the past three years
9.0%

180 = Average monthly payment per household 80%
160 === Number of households making childcare payments 70%
140 6.0%
120 5.0%
100 4.0%

80 3.0%

60 2.0%

40 1.0%

20 ) i L . . . . 0.0%

Jan-19 Sep-19 May-20 Jan-21 Sep-21 May-22 Jan-23 Sep-23 <550k S50k-5100k S100k-5150k S150k-5250k  >$250k

Source: Bank of America internal data Source: Bank of America internal data

Nationally, families spend 24% of their household income on childcare, and 35% of families use their
savings to cover childcare costs.* i Most (79%) parents expect the loss of federal funding to increase
costs in 2024 and 54% expect to spend an additional $600 or more per month on childcare as a result of
the loss of federal pandemic child care support.

Pricing of care differs greatly depending on the quality of care (higher-quality care requires trained
teachers with lower teacher/student ratios), amount (some families need more than 40 hours per week
of care), timing (some families need care during evening and weekends), and age of the child. In general,
due to higher staffing ratios, the cost of care typically decreases as the child ages, and center-based care
is more expensive than home-based care, while nannies are the most expensive.*™

Infant care is typically the hardest to find and the most expensive. In fact, it costs more to send an infant
to childcare in Utah ($14,064)**than tuition and fees for residents for the 2024/25 school year at the
University of Utah ($12,424)> Unlike college tuition, there are very few grants, loans, or scholarships
available to cover these costs.

The cost of care in Utah using licensing ratio and group size regulations for centers based on the MIT living
wage calculator is estimated to range from $2,265 per month for infants to $1,245 per month for four-
year old children and a center with 110 children would cost approximately $1.5 million each year to run.*i
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https://livingwage.mit.edu/
https://livingwage.mit.edu/
https://institute.bankofamerica.com/content/dam/bank-of-america-institute/economic-insights/rising-childcare-costs.pdf

Monthly Cost per Child (CPC)

2,500

Infant Toddler Threes Fours School age

The recommended benchmark is that families should not pay more than 7% of their family income on
childcare.™ " Based on the 2024 Area Median Income for Summit County, those maximum monthly
parental contributions for families earning the median income would be as follows:

Summit
County
7% of
Income

2 person 3 person 4 person 5 person

100%
AMI

$714 $803 $893 $964

Local Childcare Tuition

Pricing for home-based licensed care varies depending upon the provider. Family care typically includes
mixed-ages and does not have separate classrooms, so the pricing often does not vary as much by age.
The estimated annual cost per child in Utah for family child care is $9,400 for base quality and $27,000 for
high-quality.*" Licensed family care prices range from $610 to $950 per month. >

Pricing for center-based care often does vary by age. Pricing for several of the licensed, center-based
providers in Summit County is set forth below, categorized by whether their programs run on an academic
or calendar year. There is much variation in terms of days and hours of operation, vacation closures, and
registration fees, so these prices are approximate based upon available information. Pricing can also vary
between local rates and guest rates. For example, Vail offers childcare for $65 a day for its employees and
provides a local rate during the Summer of $95 a day for infants and $90 a day for children two and up.**Vi
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Summit County Center-Based

Park City Day School Child Care Monthly Fees
24/25 Year
Little Miners Montessori

. . . 3,100
Soaring Wings Montessori $3,100

Deer Valley Academy

Right Start Preschool (1/2 day) EERTE

Academic Calendar

. 930
Love and Learning o4o
. 1,200
Mountain Sprouts ey $1,500

Holy Cross Ministries T .

PC Tots $2,000

Alpine Adventures m

Vail Child Care - 4730 $4,730

Peek Program
Creekside Kids

B PreSchool (3/4yrs) mToddler (13-36 months) M Infant (0-12 Months)

Year Round

XXXVii

Childcare Assistance

There is limited childcare tuition assistance available through philanthropic donations, federal funding
administered by the Utah Department of Workforce Services and Park City and Summit County funding.

Private Assistance

Several of the local childcare providers offer privately-funded financial assistance to their clients, including
Park City Day School, PC Tots, and Holy Cross Ministries. The Park City School District Preschool is able to
offer fee waivers to income-eligible families in part because of the philanthropic support provided by the
Park City Education Foundation. These types of private assistance rely on philanthropic support and
require extensive and expensive fundraising efforts.

Federal Assistance

The Utah Department of Workforce Services Office of Childcare (DWS) administers federal Child Care
Development Block Grant funds as a childcare subsidy program. These subsidies are available to families
who earn 85% or less of the state median income and are working or in school and can demonstrate a
need for childcare, among other requirements. Because Summit County’s Area Median Income levels are
higher than the state levels, this results in an income limitation that is likely to range between 53% and
67% of Summit County’s area median income, depending upon household size i

15



2-person 3-person 4-person 5-person

DAVEN® 1 o[ TSV oSS e A o B [ie| $64,476 | $79,644 | $94,824 | $109,992

% Summit County AMI 53% 58% 62% 67%

To get a sense of the DWS childcare subsidy income level qualification in comparison to other federally-
funded programs that support young children such as free lunch and Medicaid, the chart below shows
these income caps relative to the Summit County area median income and the federal poverty level.

£

Sl Summit County AMI, Reduced Lunch,

ALLIAN(

COMMUNITY Medicaid, & FPL

FOUNDATION

$202,000
$189,800

$177,500
$165,300
$153,000
$137,700 I
$122,400
$107,100 I

1person 2person 3person 4person 5person 6person 7 person 8 person

I 2024 Summit County AMI 2024 DWS Subsidy Income (10/1/24)
e ) (024 Reduced Lunch (185% FPL) e (024 Medicaid (Pregnant Women & Kids through Age 5) 139% FPL

e (024 Federal Poverty Level

At .2%, Summit County has one of the lowest child care subsidy usage rates compared to other counties
in Utah and the state average of .9%.
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Public Assistance Recipients Uttt 1, 2024

For more information about this visualization, see the About Public Assizfance Recipientz Dashboard at:
hitps:{jobs.utah. gowiwi'data'misstats pubassist/aboutpubassist. pdf

Recipients as a Share of County Recipient Counts by County

Population Child Care, August 2024
Child Care, Auqust 2024 Beaver

. Box Elder Jac1
State of Utah 0.3% Cache B 1205

Earbc;r;t ID Benefit Type
ngi B 261 [ child care v |
Duchesne 161 Month/Year
Emery [August 2024 -]
Garfield 2
Grand 176
Iren 1
Juab
Kane 41
Millard 173
Morgan
Piute
Rich 2
Salt Lake I 1,243
San Juan
Sanpete 157
Sevier |

State of Utsh [N <, 0c 1
Summit 100

Tooele |

Uintah | 275

Utah - EREE
Was=atch

Washingten 1705
Wayne 3

Weber B G342

MNote: This repaort for Child Care defines “redipiems" == all eligible housshold members counted in the filing unit. which generally includes parents and
all children under age 18 living in the home.
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In general, many eligible families do not receive federal childcare subsidies. It is estimated that across the
State of Utah, only 9.5% of eligible children under 6 are provided DWS subsidies.”" Increasing utilization
of the DWS subsidy program would greatly improve childcare access and affordability in Summit County.

For the children who benefit from the DWS subsidy, the maximum amount of subsidy is substantial, and
can be as much as $14,760 per year. The amount of subsidy provided depends upon the age of the child,
the type of childcare provider, and the amount of care required. Payments are made directly to providers.
The maximum monthly subsidies provided for various types of providers are adjusted each year and the
amounts effective as of October 1, 2024, are listed below X

Table Effective: October 1, 2024

Provider Type

0 to <24 months

2 years old

3 years old

4 years old

5 years old

6 to <13 years old

License Exempt —
Child/Provider home

Commercial Preschools-Licensed

437

385

License Exempt Center/Program

Residential Certificate

525

Family Home-Licensed

640

Center-Licensed or Accredited

992

The DWS subsidy rates are based on a market study that must be updated at least every three years. The
2024 market rate study* found a significant increase in rates since the prior study in 2021 throughout
both urban and rural areas of Utah. In its 2025 CCDF State Plan,"" DWS reduced the payment rates
(previously at the 80™ percentile for children ages 0-23 months and 75 percentile for all other ages) to
the 60" percentile up to age 4 and then the 50" percentile for kids aged 5 and above. The federal
government considers a benchmark for adequate payment rates to be the 75% percentile. The 75%
percentile is the number separating the lowest 75% of rates from the highest 25% of rates (in other words
75% of providers would charge that rate or lower). Thus, although the payment rates have increased, the
gap between the subsidy provided by DWS and the tuition rates charged to families is growing.

Park City Childcare Assistance

Park City has invested $1 million and partnered with Upwards to expand childcare access and affordability
for families living or working in Park City. The program has four components: (1) a resident childcare
tuition scholarship for resident children up to kindergarten age; (2) a workforce tuition scholarship up to
kindergarten age; (3) a scholarship for employees of Park City Municipal up to kindergarten age; and (4)
an incentive for regulated providers to serve children who receive a subsidy from the Utah Department
of Workforce Services. This program was launched on January 1, 2024, and as of September 13, 2024,
scholarships were awarded to 42 residents, 38 workforce, 1 resident/workforce and 11 PCMC
employees.V

Summit County Childcare Assistance

Summit County originally included $280,000 in its 2024 budget to support childcare: $150,000 to expand
childcare for County employees and an additional $130,000 for community-wide childcare. Summit
County joined Park City in hiring Upwards to administer a childcare scholarship program for families who
live or work in Summit County and earn less than 100% of the Area Median Income. The program launched
on June 3, 2024, and Summit County exhausted all its funds within the first months of the program. The
County Manager authorized another $53,850 from unused funds in the county’s employee childcare
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budget to cover enrolled children through the end of 2024.XVil As of September 13, 2024, there were 27
participating providers, and Summit County scholarships were provided to 32 resident children and two
workforce children.

Increasing Costs Once Federal Funds End

Childcare in Summit County is likely to become more expensive in the coming years since pandemic-
related federal funds have expired. Utah’s childcare industry has been supported in recent years by over
half a billion dollars ($573,873,964) in three rounds of federal pandemic relief funds.” These payments
declined sharply in 2024 and stopped entirely in September, 2024, making 2025 the first year since the
pandemic that the childcare industry will not receive this type of support.

69,527,914 Summit County Childcare
men Stabilization Grant Funding
cqumNTY $2,000,038

$744,629

xlviii

Childcare Workforce

The childcare industry is experiencing a workforce shortage across the nation that began well before the
pandemic. The Center for the Study of Childcare Employment at Berkeley tracks childcare sector jobs each
month. As of July 2024, the childcare industry has finally reached and slightly exceeded the pre-covid
numbers and there has been a 21.7% increase in child care jobs since April 2021, when ARPA funds began
being distributed X

The Utah Department of Workforce Services Office of Childcare hired the University of Utah’s Department
of Economics to study Utah’s Child Care Workforce in November of 2023 based on over 10,000 early care
and education survey respondents.

In Utah, compared to the overall labor force, child care workers are more likely to be: younger, female,
identify as people of color or Hispanic and Latino ethnicities, earn lower than the median income, not
have access to health insurance, retirement contributions, and paid sick leave, and hold an additional job
to cover basic living expenses.

Despite having nearly the same amount of bachelor’s degree or higher (31%) as the total labor force in
Utah (33%), due to the low wages and scant benefits, early care and education workers are more than
four times (21%) as likely to have to work multiple jobs than the total labor force in Utah (5%).
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Utah'’s "l\
Youth and Early Care Workforce |

The data below is from the Chi * The program provided a one-
time payment of 52,000 to professionals who worked in center and home-based child care programs,
afterschool programs and some public preschoaols. 10,184 Individuals completed the survey in 2022

89% Demographics — §45 82%
identified as female .
33% median hourly work year
83% are ages 16-24
identified as white
0% 65% 44% 21%
identified with Hispanic work 30+ hours have I l'l:l"lﬂ: mul:\‘.:llﬂ-
ethnicity per week insurance jobs
Sutime 3% Asst. Director Work Elpﬂl'lll‘lﬂ
5 + 63.8% of caregivers and teachers have
Die=cice been in the field less than 5 years
g + §2.5% of directors have 10+ years of
'-.E- experience
+ 32.4% of owners and licensees have
g worked in child care for 20+ years
Teacher
Motivation
Main reascn for working in the field
Educational Attainment -
1in5 |
Some High School 6% child care warkers
High School Diploma/GED 29% in Utah has a [
g Call 79% curment nationally-
ome College recognized CDA D G
Associote Degree 12% Credential or 73% 67% 15%
Bachelor's Degree+ 23% equivalent Contributions  Labor of Work

o Society Lowe Emvironment

*MNovemnber 2023, prepared by Catherine Ruetschiin, PhD ond Yazgi Genc, PhD {C), Economic Evaluation Lini, University of Litah
[Equal Opgertunity Employer Frogram
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Table 3.1: Worker Demographics and Labor Market Outcomes for Utah’s Child Care
Workforce and Total Labor Force

Child Care Labor Force

Survey Sample

Utah Total Labor Force

Percent Female 89% 45%
Percent identifying as White 83% 91%
Percent with Hispanic ethnicity 20% 14%
Percent aged 16 to 24 33% 20%
Percent with a bachelor’s degree or higher 31% 33%

Percent of employed working full time, year-

59% 62%
round
Percent of full-time workers with employer-
. ) 52% 79%
provided health insurance
Median hourly wage $15 $21.38
Percent working multiple jobs 21% 5%

Sources: Utah Department of Workforce Services Office of Child Care Workforce Bonus Program
Survey Data. Utah labor force gender, race, ethnicity, and educational attainment from Bureau of
Labor Statistics Geographic Profile of Employment and Unemployment, Utah 2021 Tables 14 and 15.
Utah age share from Bureau of Labor Statistics Preliminary 2022 Local Area Unemployment Statistics
Expanded State Employment Status Demographic Data. Utah full-time year-round employment
share from American Community Survey Table C23022. Utah employment-provided health insurance
estimate from American Community Survey Table C27012. Utah median hourly wage from Bureau of
Labor Statistics May 2022 State Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates. And Utah multiple
job holders from and Utah Department of Workforce Services Report “Utahns Who Work Multiple
Jobs at the Same Time, Dec. 2021". i
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" Summit County Childcare Needs Assessment (March 2023), available at: https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2031700/Staff Report-
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